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Saint Charbel >> Biography


	Youssef Antoun Makhlouf was born in 1828, in Bekaa Kafra (North Lebanon). He had a true Christian upbringing, which had given him a passion for prayer. Then he followed his two hermit uncles in the hermitage of St Antonious Kozhaya’s monastery and was converted to monastic and hermetical life. In 1851, he left his family village and headed for Our Lady of Maifouk’s monastery to spend his first monastic year, and then he went to St Maroun’s monastery in Annaya, where he entered the Maronite Order, carrying the name Charbel, a name of one of the Mesopotamian martyrs of the second century, Cerbelius (ancient Charbel) who was martyred during the reign of the Roman Emperor Trajan (98-117). On November 1st 1853, he exposed his ceremonial vows in St Maroun’s monastery - Annaya. Then he completed his theological studies in the St Kobrianous and Justina monastery in Kfifan, Batroun. He was ordained a priest in Bkerky, the Maronite Patriarchate, on July 23rd, 1859. He lived 16 years in the St Maroun's monastery – Annaya. From there, he entered, on February 15th, 1875, the St Peter & Paul hermitage, which belongs to the monastery. He was a typical saint and hermit, who spent his time praying and worshipping. Rarely had he left the hermitage where he followed the way of the saintly hermits in prayers, life and practice.
St Charbel lived in the hermitage for 23 years. On December 16th 1898 he was struck with an illness while performing the holy mass. He died on Christmas' eve, December 24th 1898, and was buried in the St Maroun monastery cemetery in Annaya. Few months later, dazzling lights were seen around the grave. From there, his corpse which had been secreting sweat and blood was transferred into a special coffin. Hordes of pilgrims started swarming the place to get his intercession. And through this intercession, God blessed many people with recovery and spiritual graces. In 1925, his beatification and canonization were proposed for declaration by Pope Pious XI. In 1950, the grave was opened in the presence of an official committee which included doctors who verified the soundness of the body. After the grave had been opened and inspected, the variety of healing incidents amazingly multiplied. A multitude of pilgrims from different religious facets started flocking to the Annaya monastery to get the saint's intercession. Prodigies reached beyond the Lebanese borders. This unique phenomenon caused a moral revolution, the return to faith and the reviving of the virtues of the soul. 

	 

	St Charbel's life in stages

	May 8th, 1828

His birth date in Bekaa Kafra

May 16th, 1828

His baptism

1851

First year of novitiate in Maifouk

1852

Second year of novitiate in Annaya

1853

His first vows in Annaya


1853-1859

His theological studies in Kfifan

1859

His priestly ordination

1859-1875

His life at the Annaya monastery

Feb. 15th, 1875 

His entering the hermitage

Dec. 24th, 1898 

His death

1899

The changing of the tomb

1927

The corpse was transferred to a third grave

1950

The grave was opened and the body was exposed to visitors. A distinguished year full of miracles around his grave

Dec. 5th, 1965 

His Beatification in Vatican

Oct. 9th, 1977 

His Canonization in Vatican



	Beatification and Canonization of St Charbel


	In 1954, Pope Pious XII signed a decree accepting a proposal for the beatification of Charbel Makhlouf, the hermit. And on December 5th, 1965, Pope Paul VI officiated the ceremony of Beatification of Father Charbel during the closing of the Second Vatican Council. 
In 1976, Pope Paul VI signed a decree of Canonization of the Blessed Charbel which took place in Vatican on October 9th, 1977.
Among the many miracles related to the Man of God, the church chose two of them to declare the beatification, and a third for his canonization. These miracles are as follows: 
- The healing of Sister Mary Abel Kamari of the Two Sacred Hearts.
- The healing of Iskandar Naim Obeid from Baabdat.
- The healing of Mariam Awad from Hammana.


[image: image2.jpg]St Charbel mlraculous apparition in a plcture taken near the hermltage s church on the 8th of May 1950 after
his death of 51 years (1898). This picture was taken by the Lebanese Missionary, Brother Elias Nohra, from
the Congregation of the Lebanese Missionaries. He was visiting the hermitage with a priest, 2 novices and 2
postulants when he took this photo of them in front of the church of the hermitage where St Charbel had lived
23 years full of prayers and sacrifices. This is the only picture of St Charbel for no one photographed him
during his whole life (1828 — 1898). And all other pictures are based on this original one.




